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  Colonel Ledyard Cemetery- a Walk through 
Groton History 

 

Due to Covid-19 

and its ongoing 

restrictions, the 

Mystic River His-

torical Society's 

program commit-

tee is promoting 

an outdoor event 

sponsored by an-

other local history 

group in October 

rather than hosting 

an indoor lecture 

ourselves.  The 

Friends of Fort 

Griswold will host "Colonel Ledyard Cemetery - A Walk 

Through Groton History" at 2 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 23, at 

the cemetery at 240 Mitchell St. in the City of Groton. 
 

Groton Town Historian Jim Streeter and Barbara Nagy, 

former administrator of the Hempstead House in New 

London, will lead the 90-minute walk through the ceme-

tery, which has been a burial ground for nearly 300 years. 

Col. Ledyard Cemetery has important links to Connecti-

cut's only Revolutionary War battle - the Battle of Groton 

Heights on Sept. 6, 1781. On that day British troops, aided 

by the traitor Benedict Arnold, attacked Fort Griswold and 

burned New London. Many local militia were killed and it 

is said that the British ran Col. William Ledyard through 

with his own sword when he surrendered the fort. 

The battle occurred just weeks before George Washington 

and his troops defeated Gen. Cornwallis at Yorktown. In 

"In the Hurricane's Eye," the third book in Nathaniel Phil-

brick's trilogy about the American Revolution, Philbrick 

writes that Washington and his troops were horrified at the 

butchery by the British at Fort Griswold and at Arnold's 

role in the attack. The battle cry at Yorktown was 

"Remember New London!" 
 

The walk will highlight much of Groton's early history. 

You'll hear stories about some of the cemetery's most 

prominent "residents," including many of the men killed 

during the Battle of Fort Griswold; whaling captains and 

sailors lost at sea; a local Black veteran of the Union Ar-

my during the Civil War; and others who led lives notable 

for their adventure, good fortune, altruism or tragedy. 

You'll also learn about the evolution of the cemetery 

through the years. The tour will include a rare look inside 

the 1934 Avery Memorial Chapel. 
 

The walk is a fundraiser for the Friends of Fort Griswold 

and space will be limited.  The fee for the walk and infor-

mation on how to sign up have not been set yet, but this  

information will be available on the Friends of Fort Gris-

wold website, www.fortgriswold.org, after September 1.  

The fee will be payable at the walk and there will be 

someone at the cemetery to direct parking.  The tour will 

include a good deal of walking. Please wear suitable shoes 

and bring a jacket if the weather is cool.  In the event of 

heavy rain, the tour will be rescheduled for Sunday, Octo-

ber 24.  
 

2021-2022 MRHS Speaker Program 
 

The MRHS Program Committee is pleased to announce 

our speaker program for 2021-2022.  Based on the success 

of Steven Slosberg’s walking tour of Poets Corner this 

past May, as well as the opportunity to enjoy some fresh 

air outside during good weather, our May program will be 

outside.  The other meetings will continue to be held in the 

hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.  Details will be 

provided at a later date for these programs: 
 

December 1, 2021 - “Dorothy Comingore: From ‘Citizen 

Kane’ to Leading Lady of Lord’s Point,” by Steven 

Slosberg 

February 23, 2022 - “Mystic Roots: How Her Local Ties 

Influenced Philanthropist Mary Stillman Harkness,” by 

Barbara Nagy 

March 23, 2022 – “Pirates, Whales and Merchants: 

Franklin and the Sea,” by Matt Novosad 

April 27, 2022 - “The Mystic River Bridge - Past and Pre-

sent,” by Jim Streeter 

May 21, 2022 - “Mystic’s Garden Cemetery: A Walking 

Tour of Elm Grove,” by Marilyn Comrie 

https://www.fortgriswold.org/


 

Introduction 

To celebrate the 100th birthday of the Mystic drawbridge, 

which will be July 19, 2022, the Mystic River Historical 

Society has invited Ted Garringer, who served as bridge 

tender from 1975 to 2002, to share his memories of sitting 

at the center of Mystic for nearly three decades. This is the 

first of five columns describing life from his unique win-

dow on Mystic. We thank Ted for helping us celebrate this 

important milestone in the village's history. 

Memories of a Mystic Bridge Tender 

My 31-year career working for the Connecticut Depart-

ment of Transportation (DOT) as an Operator of the Mys-

tic River Bascule Bridge began on a visit to Mystic five 

years prior to my DOT employment.  It was 1969, I was in 

the Navy stationed at the Subbase; my fiancé (now wife of 

52 years) Colleen and I were sitting on the dock behind 

the Valenti car dealership (S&P Oyster House today). We 

watched several bridge openings and the then bridge ten-

der, Earl West, came down from the bridge house and 

talked to someone he knew on the sidewalk. I said to Col-

leen, "I would love to have that job, wouldn't it be great?"  

After the Navy I found myself working as an electrician 

(mostly pulling electrical cables) at Electric Boat in 

Groton until they went on strike a year later. It was 1975 

and I was looking for work.  I applied for a job at the DOT 

garage on Wells Road in Old Mystic and got hired imme-

diately. Goodbye EB. Hello DOT! I worked as a mainte-

nance helper for another year when an opening came up 

on the drawbridge.  One of the operators was retiring. I 

immediately applied and was accepted! Come to find out, 

no one else wanted the position because it was "too con-

fining” and that was true.  It is not a job for everyone, but 

it was perfect for me. 

Back then there were four full-time tenders covering three 

shifts: 8 AM to 4 PM, 4 PM to Midnight, and Midnight to 

8 AM. The 4th man worked swing shifts covering every-

one’s days off.  The bridge is a 24/7 operation from spring 

to fall, so days were on a rotation schedule which gave 

each man a weekend once a month or so. In winter the 

bridge was closed from 8 PM to 4 AM and the 4th man 

was not needed.  When on duty the tender cannot leave the 

bridge house during his 8-hour watch. The tender was 

locked in, and visitors were frowned upon.  Can’t be hav-

ing parties up there.  

The actual quarters were pretty comfortable. Oil furnace 

and chemical toilet downstairs. (Before this toilet upgrade, 

sewage went right into the river).  Running water upstairs 

(except when it froze in winter), a small microwave, a tiny 

refrigerator, electric heater and a TV with cable which the 

tenders paid for.  And best of all, a great view!  You had 

to bring your lunch and snacks in with you.  For commu-

nication we had a touch-tone wall phone, a special 911 

direct line and a marine radio to contact vessels on marine 

channels 13 & 16. There was one desk chair, one easy 

chair and window seats with storage inside.  My wife 

made cushions for the window seats. 

I was a part time or spare operator in the summer for the 

first year. Lucky for me, another operator retired, and I 

became a full-time bridge tender on the most photo-

graphed bridge in Connecticut. For most of my career I 

chose to work the 4 PM to Midnight (1600/2400) or the 

Midnight to 8 AM (0000/0800) watches.  This worked 

well because my wife worked days, so no babysitter need-

ed.  The rest is history, for the next 27 years (1975–2002 

plus credit for 3.5 years military service) I watched thou-

sands of boats glide by and many of Mystic's finest cross 

over our bridge. 

Ted Garringer worked as bridge tender from 1975 to 

2002. He and his wife, Colleen, lived on Church Street.  

View out the window—Southbound barge on the Mystic 
River 

The Mystic Drawbridge Centennial: Part 1 of a 5 Part Series 
By Ted Garringer, with an introduction by Marilyn Comrie 



 

 

Bridge Console 

This is the bridge operator’s control console that was in 

use during my career. All bridge functions started 

here.  Traffic light control; traffic gates; bridge warning 

bell; street lights; boat navigation lights; and bridge leaf 

lift and lower.  The tender controlled the speed of the ris-

ing and lowering bridge.  There was a "dead man" foot 

pedal that had to be depressed in order for the bridge to be 

lowered past 10 degrees.  If not depressed, the bridge 

would not fully close.  Of course, this operation  is  com-

pletely computerized today. 

Parking Permit 

Same as today,  parking in downtown Mystic was often 

difficult and shop owners did not appreciate having a car 

parked in front of their stores for 8 hours.  In order to set-

tle this issue, the state provided tenders with a license 

plate like plaque to put on their dashboards ensuring that 

they could park wherever they needed. I did not need to 

use this because I lived on Church Street and could walk 

or ride my bike to work. Today it hangs in my garage - a 

treasured memento of a by-gone era. 

 

Bridge House Interior 

This is the bridge house upstairs.  In this photo you can 

see the emergency air brake (left of the microwave). The 

air brake stops the bridge leaf immediately in the event of 

an emergency.  I used it on a number of occasions mostly 

for 911 calls and river traffic issues.  Hanging above the 

microwave is the Air Horn pull—it produces a sound that 

all of Mystic knows. Sitting on the microwave is the all 

important bridge log book.  The Tender was required to 

log detail of every drawbridge opening: (a) registration 

number or name of all upriver and downriver vessels. This 

info was primarily for the Coast Guard and local police; 

(b) time of opening and length of opening;  (c) tempera-

ture and weather conditions; (d) anything out of the ordi-

nary that may have occurred during the tender’s 

shift.  Hanging on the wall is the, at that time, state of the 

art push button 911 direct line. 

 

Carved Sign 

In winter of 1986, when bridge traffic was slow—3 or four 

boats a day—I passed my time by carving this sign for the 

bridge house. It hung upstairs in the bridge house for 

many years until my retirement in 2002.  It now hangs in 

over the staircase in our home in Florida. 

The Mystic Drawbridge Centennial 
Photos and Captions by Ted Garringer 



 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 

1654 to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Open • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Pot-
ter •  Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-

December, January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

In Memoriam: James C. Burbank, 1923-2020 
By Marilyn Comrie 

Jim Burbank was an early member of the Mystic River Historical Society, joining in 1976. 

He died Dec. 27, 2020, at 97 years old.  Jim was an avid photographer and for years was 

the unofficial photographer of the historical society. He documented many of the society's 

milestones, including the opening and dedication of the archive building in 1987. Jim 

served in the same capacity for the Mystic & Noank Library and the Mystic Art Associa-

tion, now the Mystic Museum of Art. He was a strong supporter of all three organizations 

and an Elected Artist Member of the art museum through his photography. 

Jim was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. and attended MIT and Trinity College. A World War II 

veteran, Jim came to Mystic in 1952 to work at Electric Boat. He was involved in the con-

struction of the USS Nautilus, the first nuclear-powered submarine.  He and his family 

lived on West Mystic Ave. until 2005, when he and his wife, Laura Lee, moved to Ston-

eridge.  During his years in Mystic Jim photographed many events, including Mystic's bi-

centennial celebration in 1976 and the fire of 1960, which destroyed a large portion of downtown near the draw-

bridge on the Stonington side of the river.  His original photos and slides of those two events are now part of the so-

ciety's archival collection. 

Jim made 13 separate donations to the society between 1993 and 2010. The materials include news clippings, maga-

zine articles, booklets/brochures/advertisements/catalogs for Mystic businesses, postcards, gravestone rubbings, pho-

tographs copied from Mystic Seaport and original photos and slides. He donated 181 items in all. 

In addition, for years Jim was the go-to person when photos from our archive needed to be copied or turned into 

slides for public lectures—before the age of PowerPoint.  Jim was a staunch supporter of the society and a hard 

worker on its behalf for many years.  Those of us who worked with Jim will miss his talent and dedication. 

Because of the restrictions of Covid-19, a celebration of Jim's life was held just recently on Aug. 7 at the Mystic Mu-

seum of Art, a place he loved. 

Portersville Academy Open House 
 

As part of CT Open House Day on June 12, 2021, the Mystic River Historical Society hosted an open house of the 

Portersville Academy (PVA).  In addition to the displays that were already in PVA, our collections manager, Eliza-

beth Boucher, created a display of all the historical points of interest between the Union Baptist Church on the west 

side of Mystic and the Civil War Soldiers Monument on the east.  Also, collections assistant Alexander Cree created 

a display for Enders Island.  Additional thanks go to them and board member Nancy Potter for serving as hosts dur-

ing the open house.  Based on the visitor guest book, at least twenty people attended the open house. 

http://www.mystichistory.org/


 

The following items are just a small selection of some of 

the truly incredible donations we’ve received over the last 

several months. 
 

The Mystic Scouts 
 

In the last edition of the Portersville Press we sent out a 

call for contributions to our Mystic Scouting Collection.  I 

would like to thank Cindy Turse and Elace Dart Comrie 

for sharing their stories, news clippings, photographs and 

ephemera from the Mystic Mariners and Mystic Girl Scout 

Troop 38. 
 

Three Dollar Bill 

 

This May we received an unusual authentic piece of paper 

currency.  The bank note, which had been sent to us all the 

way from Wisconsin, was a  $3.00 bill issued by the Mys-

tic River Bank on April 2, 1854—less than three years af-

ter the bank was first established.  The note was signed on 

the left by George W. Noyes, the bank’s first cashier, and 

on the right by Charles Mallory, the bank’s first president.   
 

The Mystic River Bank was actually the second bank es-

tablished in Mystic.  The first, known simply as The Mys-

tic Bank, was established in 1833 at the head of the Mystic 

River.  (Its first building, made of stone, was moved piece 

by piece to the Mystic Seaport Museum in 1948 and can 

still be seen on the museum grounds today.  Its second 

building, made of brick, is the current headquarters of the 

Indian and Colonial Research Center, who still make use 

of the original bank vault to store historic documents).  
 

The Mystic River Bank was established at a time when 

Mystic was becoming increasingly prosperous, and when 

Mystic’s leading industries—including mills, factories and 

shipyards—were moving away from Old Mystic towards 

the mouth of the Mystic River.  With the development of a 

new center of business activity came the need for a more 

central banking facility.  The bank was officially chartered 

in May of 1851, with the provision that it “be located and 

established in the Town of Groton near Mystic Bridge.”   
 

The bank building was erected on West Main Street (at the 

current site of Bank & Bridge Brewing) shortly after the 

bank was chartered, and was successful from the start.  

The Board of Directors serving at the time our $3.00 bill 

was issued included some of the leading merchants and 

shipbuilders of Mystic at that time: Charles Mallory, Na-

than G. Fish, George W. Ashbey, Clark Greenman, Benja-

min F. Hoxie, Simeon Fish and William Clift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Notes 
 

We are still looking for two more members to join our  

board of trustees.  If you are interested, or simply have a 

question about the board, please email us at in-

fo@mystichistory.org, or call us at 860-536-4779. 

Please ensure that we have your latest email address.  We 

are aware that the email addresses for some members have 

recently been either discontinued or changed.  Since most 

of our correspondence to members is via email, it is very 

important that we have your correct email address.  If you 

have a new email address, please email us at in-

fo@mystichistory.org, or call us at 860-536-4779. 

Finally, as we noted in an earlier email, most of our ar-

chives are now online and can be accessed by going to the 

link on the Collections page of our website Mystic River 

Historical Society: Collections (mystichistory.org)  

What’s “New” in our Collections? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 

2021.010, gift of Adam Arnold 

Mystic River Bank on West Main Street.  This photograph was tak-
en in 1925, but the building appears much as it would have in 1854.  
This building was razed in 1931, and a new building was erected to 
accommodate both the Mystic River National Bank and the Groton 
Savings Bank.  1983.001.0131, photo by Josephine Dickinson.   

mailto:info@mystichistory.org
mailto:info@mystichistory.org
mailto:info@mystichistory.org
mailto:info@mystichistory.org
https://www.mystichistory.org/collections.htm
https://www.mystichistory.org/collections.htm


 

Mystic: Then and Now: 
Water Street, c. 1880s-2021 

THEN:  View of construction on Water 

Street, just past the intersection of West Main 

Street, looking towards Noank, c. 1880s.  

H.L.M. Ladd, who oversaw this project, was 

a local contractor who built roads in Groton, 

New London, Waterford, Norwich and Pres-

ton through the 1890s.  A team of horses and 

steam roller are visible in the center of the 

photograph, Michael Rafferty’s home (7 Wa-

ter Street, built c. 1878) and Stephen 

Lamphere’s blacksmith shop are visible on 

the left, and the Standard Marchinery Co. as 

well as the houses at 8 and 10 Water Street 

can be seen on the right.  The names Ed Raf-

ferty, George Packer, and Sol Sebastian are 

handwritten on the back of the photograph—

presumably members of the construction 

crew.  1990.001.1316, gift of Jesse Stinson.   

 

NOW:  Water Street looking towards Noank, 

August 2021.  Nearly 150 years later,  ce-

ment and asphalt have replaced the old dirt 

roads, restaurants (Pizetta and Rise) and 

apartments have popped up in the old home-

steads, and the Standard Machinery Co. has 

re-opened as Factory Square, but the overall 

scene is much the same.   

Reader Tip: 
Several months ago I received an inquiry from one of 

our members, Gregory Pettys, on the origin of the name 

“Sixpenny Island.”  While the answer to that particular 

question has remained a mystery, you can find out more 

about the island’s history in a short video he produced 

at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlUu_cZtX5A, 

and additional local history stories on his YouTube 

channel.  Mr. Pettys is a writer of historical non-fiction, 

photo-journalist and documentary filmmaker who 

worked as a freelance television cameraman and photo-

journalist for over 50 years.  He now spends his time 

writing stories about the people and history of the New 

England coast.   

Catching Up with the History Book Club 
The Mystic-Noank Library will continue hosting meetings 

of the History Book Club by Zoom on the second Monday 

of each month at 7pm.  If you are interested in joining or 

have any questions, please contact Dana Semeraro at 

dssemeraro@gmail.com.  

September 13: The State of Jones: The Small Southern 

County that Seceded from the Confederacy, by Sally Jen-

kins and John Stauffer, 2010 (2nd half) 
 

October 11: The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the 

Dawn of the Cold War—A Tragedy in Three Acts, by 

Scott Anderson, 2020 (1st half) 
 

November 8:  The Quiet Americans (2nd Half) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlUu_cZtX5A
mailto:dssemeraro@gmail.com


President’s Report 2020-2021 
 

This report covers Mystic River Historical Society activity 
from May 1, 2020 through May 26, 2021.  While this report is 
normally given at the Annual Meeting every May, this year’s 
report was emailed to members, since the annual meeting was 
not held this year. 
 
MRHS suffered a great loss in July 2020 when our collections 
manager, Dorrie Hanna, passed away.  Dorrie was an integral 
part of MRHS and is sorely missed.  Curatorial assistant Eliza-
beth Boucher was subsequently promoted to collections man-
ager. Louisa Watrous, our other curatorial assistant, moved to 
South Carolina. We thank her for her many years of service. In 
January 2021, MRHS hired Alexander Cree as a part-time cu-
ratorial assistant.   
 
There were no member meetings in the fall of 2020 because of 
the coronavirus.  However, on March 24, 2021, Gail MacDon-
ald gave a talk via Zoom on her book, Hidden History of Mys-
tic and Stonington.  Also, Steven Slosberg led a walking tour of 
Poets’ Corner in Stonington Cemetery on May 22, 2021.  Both 
Gail and Steven had been scheduled to talk to us during the 
spring of 2020. 
 
In May 2021, the terms of several members of the board of 
trustees expired: Cindy Allyn, Lois Glazier, Margaret Austin, 
and Cara Lopilato.  MRHS thanks them for their many years of 
service.  Lynn Schroder, Elizabeth Boucher, and Jim Streeter 
have been appointed to the board.  The lack of an Annual 
Meeting in May prevented the direct election of these board 
members by the membership.  Additionally, John Parry has 
taken over as membership chair from Cindy Allyn and Lynn 
Schroder has taken over as recording secretary from Cara 
Lopilato. 
 
Portersville Press newsletter editor Elizabeth Boucher issued 
six newsletters since May 2020, which included an extra news-
letter in July-August as an added service to our members be-
cause of the paucity of MRHS activity due to the coronavirus. 
These issues and all previous newsletters are available at 
https://www.mystichistory.org/back_issues.htm. 
 
During the past year, MRHS accepted into our collections new 
acquisitions from 34 donors.  These donations ranged in size 
from single items to several boxes of material, and they record 
local history from both sides of the Mystic River from the early 
19th century through the 21st. Many of our new collections 
have been highlighted in the Portersville Press, but the full 
scope includes family photographs and papers (from the Bur-
rows, Cooper, Edgecomb, Fish, Gallup, Kellogg, Maxson, 
Newbury, Noyes and Randall families), institutional records 
(from a home hospital on New London Road, the Mystic River 
National Bank, the Mystic Drawbridge, Packer's Tar Soap Fac-
tory, the Portersville Academy, the Mystic Oral School, the 
Mystic Boy Scouts and the Women's Relief Corps), records of 
major events (including the Civil War, the 1938 Hurricane and 
WWII), and more. 
 
Regarding membership, MRHS currently has 293 members.  
Since the last annual report, MRHS has welcomed 13 new 
members.  Unfortunately, we lost 8 members. 
The history book club held its monthly meetings this past year 
via Zoom. 

 
MRHS remains financially sound.  Income exceeded expenses 
in 2020 by $24,577.17, largely due to an extremely generous 
donation by a member in December 2020.  Without that dona-
tion, expenses very slightly exceeded income. We continue to 
be grateful to our membership whose dues are our main source 
of income, as well as for donations, and support from our 
newsletter patrons.  Thank you! 
 
Stephen Menno 
President, MRHS 
 

April 2021 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society 
continue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.    
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Lois Glazer, Cara 
Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey 
Pyrke-Fairchild, and Stephanie Thorp. Guest attendees were: 
Lynn Schroder, Jim Streeter, Elizabeth Boucher 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm on April  19 by 
President Menno.   
 
President (S. Menno): A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to accept the minutes of the 15 March 2021 meeting.  •  
Jim Streeter joins us this meeting.  He is a lifelong resident of 
Groton, served on the police force, worked at Electric Boat as 
chief of investigations, and was the former town mayor.  He 
became the town historian writing local history articles for The 
Groton Times much like his mentor and late Mystic historian 
Carol Kimball.  Lynn Schroder and Elizabeth Boucher also join 
this meeting.  Elizabeth, Lynn, and Jim to be appointed to the 
Board this May.  •  Cindy Allyn finishes her term as member-
ship chair.  John Parry volunteered to take over.  •  Cara 
Lopilato finished previous board member Jennifer Pryor’s term 
and Margaret Austin completes her term as Vice President.  
Both positions looking to be filled.  •  Received an update 
about the State of Connecticut’s Open House Day for muse-
ums.  Two years ago, we participated and had an open house at 
the Portersville Academy.  Last year, it was decided to go vir-
tual after the COVID-19 outbreak.  This year, the state is leav-
ing it up to the institution whether they would like to do an in-
person open house, virtual tour online, or both.  Date would be 
June 12.  A few members of the board agree that the in-person 
open house would be acceptable.  Nancy Potter volunteered to 
help that day if it is decided to be in-person.  Based on the past 
open house, there was not an overwhelming crowd of visitors 
though it was well attended.  To look into current COVID-19 
event procedures and restrictions to further make the decision.  
•  Outside lights on the MRHS property were fixed and 
changed.    
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  As of April 19, cash in the 
Bank is $9,196.71.  The profit/loss and balance reports, which 
covers the year to date, were presented to the board.  •  A mo-
tion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the treasurer 
reports from March after a postponement for follow up.  •  A 
motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the current 
treasurer reports for April.  
 

https://www.mystichistory.org/back_issues.htm


Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Below is a list of 4 
thank you notes sent since our last meeting on March 15: 
 
March:  Ms. Catherine Zahn - membership dues at the Individ-
ual level plus an additional cash gift of $25,  Mr. Robert Walk-
er - Life member and cash gift of $150,  Mystic Garden Club - 
membership dues at Family level and two additional cash gifts 
of $250 and $300.  
 
April:  Jack and Peggy Sinks - membership dues at the Bene-
factor level 
 
Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Past Perfect Web Edition is now 
live. Public Access will be turned on once it is operational.  •  
We have received some really incredible donations over the 
last couple of months including a written history of the Mystic 
Oral School, transcribed 19th century diaries and Civil War 
letters from the Randall family, the 1922 log from the Mystic 
Drawbridge, and an extensive collection of photographs and 
personal papers from the Fish/Potter/Gallup families. All docu-
ments have been inventoried in PastPerfect and in the process 
of going through photographs next.   
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  The system administra-
tor performed the monthly data backups on April 4 on the com-
puters as well as the new laptop. The data files from PastPer-
fect, Virtual Exhibit, Newsletter files, System Desktop files, 
working folders and images were backed up for offsite safe 
keeping. The computers were each checked for updates to the 
operating system and the security systems for applications and 
machine settings.  Updates were installed on all computers ex-
cept for the older laptop.  The computers were checked for 
proper networking and connections to the printer.  The comput-
ers were checked for proper networking and connections to the 
printer. All equipment appeared to be in good working condi-
tion and functioning properly. 
 
Membership (C. Allyn):  No report. 
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  
Meeting via Zoom will be April 12 to discuss ‘Bunker Hill: A 
City, A Siege, A Revolution’ by Nathaniel Philbrick. Next two 
meetings via Zoom will be May 10 and June 14 to discuss ‘The 
Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of 
Modern Geology, by Simon Winchester. 
 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The deadline to submit for the next 
newsletter will be April 26.  
 
Programs (S. Menno):  Steve to continue as acting program 
chair.  •   
March Zoom meeting with Gail MacDonald was a success.  
Zoom report shows that the event had 62 attendees. Out of the 
62 attendees, 35 were not members.  An honorarium was sent 
to Gail.  •  In touch with Steven Slosberg about his talk, 
“Stonington Cemetery’s Poets Corner: A Stroll Along This 
Storied Lane,” to be May 22 at 1pm outdoors at Stonington 
Cemetery.  Encouraging people to register for the event by 
email in order to control the attendance numbers and leave 
enough space for social distancing.   
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Received several inquir-
ies about buying Gail MacDonald’s book before the virtual 
meeting.  •  Came across a public facebook group that posts 
nostalgic pictures of Mystic. Unfortunately, some of the photos 

that were shared were photos that we own in our collection 
with no credit given to MRHS.  Will contact and kindly ask to 
remind those contributing to the page to provide credit to pho-
tograph owners.  •  Will post details about Slosberg’s talk com-
ing up in May. 
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No report. 
 
Next Meeting — 17 May 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cara Lopilato, Recording Secretary 
 

May 2021 Meeting Minutes - - -  

 

The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society 
continues to meet virtually during the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.   
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, 
Marilyn Comrie, Lois Glazer, Stephen Menno, John Parry, 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder, Jim Streeter and 
Stephanie Thorp.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm on May 17 by 
President Menno.  
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to accept the minutes of the 19 April 2021 meeting. A 
draft of the annual President’s report was distributed for com-
ment and will be issued after finalizing membership numbers, 
updating new archival materials and conclusion of the Steve 
Slosberg program talk. New board members were appointed: 
Elizabeth Boucher, Lynn Schroder and Jim Streeter. Also ap-
pointed:  Lynn Schroder as Recording Secretary and John Parry 
as Membership Chair. Recommended holding June 21 board 
meeting at Portersville Academy to close out the year.  Stepha-
nie Thorp’s grandson was thanked for ongoing mowing of the 
MRHS properties. 
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  As of May 17, cash in the 
Bank is $7,171.60.  Dues collected so far this year total $9,475. 
Invoices paid: $776 paid for new laptop, $600 for PastPerfect 
upgrade paid with funds from Lord Foundation grant. S. Thorp 
posed a question about the laptop invoice which L. Allyn will 
research and summarize in a note to the Board.  (Post meeting 
note: new laptop was a personal expense for L. Allyn, who will 
reimburse MRHS.  Financial report should be corrected to re-
flect.) 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Two thank you notes 
have been sent since our last meeting on April 19th: Mr. J Niel 
Spillane - membership dues at the Benefactor level and Mr. 
William Peterson - Life member, and cash gift of $25. Gail 
McDonald sent $25 as a gift for proceeds from book sales relat-
ed to her March 2021 lecture. We will formally acknowledge.  
 
Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Items received: an 1854 $3 bank 
note from Mystic River National Bank, an undated painting of 
the Old Mystic Baptist Church as well as written remembranc-
es and articles regarding Mystic Girl Scout Troop 38 and the 
Mystic Mariners.  The move to PastPerfect Web Edition has 
progressed well. A few questions remain regarding backup. 
Will be reviewing options for color schemes and fonts for the 
home screen for public access. A. Cree and E. Boucher are 



evaluating content options for exhibits as part of the June open 
house including Enders Island and downtown Mystic. S. Men-
no picked up a letter from Ruth Jones of Tampa, FL addressed 
to E. Boucher. (Post meeting note: letter contained some very 
old admission tickets to Mystic Seaport.) 
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On 2 May 2021 the 
System Administrator performed the likely final backup of 
MRHS’s PastPerfect Version 5.0 (PP5.0) data and image files. 
Subsequent PastPerfect backups are expected to be run with the 
recently purchased PastPerfect Web Edition (PPWE) software. 
The May backup was successfully installed on a standalone 
version of PP5.0 to verify the accuracy of the transfer and re-
tained off-site for archival purposes. E. Boucher, S. Thorp and 
Barry Thorp continue to develop a new backup process that 
would assure an accurate copy of MRHS records for the future. 
The usual backup of data files for each of the desktop comput-
ers was completed and removed from the building for security. 
The computers were updated with the most recent Dell, Mi-
crosoft and Security software and found to be in good working 
order. 
 
Membership ( L. Allyn, John Parry):  Kay Hill died 
5/12/2021. She was a past member and her records will be up-
dated. S. Menno discussed receiving a bounce back email from 
Mail Chimp for an attempt to welcome a new member. The 
Board discussed the differences between hard and soft bounce 
backs and the best process to ensure we communicate effec-
tively with members. 
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):   
Upcoming meetings (via Zoom) include June 14: The Map that 
Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern 
Geology, Simon Winchester (second half), July 12:The Lodger 
Shakespeare: His Life on Silver Street, by Charles Nicholl, Au-
gust 9 and September 13: The State of Jones: the Small South-
ern County that Seceded from the Confederacy, by Sally Jen-
kins and John Stauffer 
 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The next newsletter will be the Sep-
tember-October issue. Deadline for submittals is September 1. 
We would like to feature content related to the 100th anniver-
sary of the bascule bridge taking place in 2022. M. Comrie and 
J. Streeter volunteered to assist. 
 
Programs (S. Menno):  Steve will continue as acting program 
chair. •  On May 4, S. Menno met with Steven Slosberg and 
Lynn Callahan (President, Stonington Cemetery Association) at 
the cemetery regarding Slosberg’s talk, “Stonington Ceme-
tery’s Poets Corner: A Stroll Along This Storied Lane,” sched-
uled for May 22 at 1pm outdoors at the Stonington Cemetery. 
Rain date is May 23. S. Slosberg will provide a handout. J. Par-
ry will oversee traffic flow and both he and S. Menno will ar-
rive at noon. E. Boucher reported 27 people have officially 
signed up. Given this is at or above the optimal number, no 
further promotion will be conducted.  •  We have registered 
with the State of CT for the Open House event on 6/12/2021 
from 1-4 p.m. The virtual tour of Portersville Academy was 
uploaded to the CT open house website. The event will be pro-
moted through membership email and MRHS Facebook page.  
•  S. Menno would like to develop a few future programs relat-
ed to the bascule bridge anniversary in 2022. Ideas suggested 
included a CT DOT speaker, a past or current bridge tender and 
relatives/associates of individuals involved with the bridge’s 

origin.  L. Pyre-Fairchild will contact the administrator (Ted 
Garringer) of a local Facebook page that features relevant Mys-
tic content. J. Streeter has contacts he will also pursue includ-
ing the possibility of display of one of the bridge’s former 
gears.    
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Will work with E. Bou-
cher to locate some interesting, summer vintage photographs to 
post to Facebook to promote the June Open House. Inquiries 
from new homeowners about rules for making changes to their 
homes has increased. All are directed to the appropriate author-
ities. 
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  Flags will be placed on 
veteran’s graves this week and remain until July 4. 
 
Next Meeting— 21 June at Porterville Academy 
 
Steve thanked Lois and Cindy for their many years of service 
to MRHS.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 

 

May 2021 Program 
 
On May 22, 2021, Steven Slosberg led over 30 MRHS 

members on a walking tour of Poets’ Corner in Stonington 

Cemetery. The walk was hosted by Lynn Callahan, presi-

dent of the Stonington Cemetery Association.  Despite 

predictions of rain, the weather was sunny and pleas-

ant.  Steven gave an enlightening history of 23 gravesites 

as we strolled with him through Poets' Corner.  Notable 

gravesites included those of Stephen Vincent Benet, James 

Ingram Merrill, and J. D. McClatchy. 

  

"Poet's Corner" is the resting place for two Pulitzer Prize-

winning poets (one of whom won two Pulitzers); a best-

selling suspense writer whose novels became Hollywood 

films in the 1930's and '40's; her daughter, a memoirist and 

biographer who wrote a renowned book about her garden; 

several journalists, including the editor-in-chief of 

Newsweek; an esteemed editor for a major New York 

publishing house; an author of children's books, and her 

husband, a radio and television writer; a Steuben Glass 

master designer and also a novelist, as well as other writ-

ers and artists. 

 

Steven Slosberg provided a handout to all attendees.  This 

handout and a map of Stonington Cemetery can be found 

on the Self-Guided Tours page of the MRHS website 

Mystic River Historical Society: Publications 

(mystichistory.org)  

https://www.mystichistory.org/self_guided_tours.htm
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Events Calendar 
 

7pm Monday, September  13, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The State of Jones: The Small Southern County that Seceded 

from the Confederacy 

By Sally Jenkins and John Stauffer 
 

7pm Monday, October  11, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of the 

Cold War—A Tragedy in Three Acts 
By Scott Anderson 

 

2 pm Saturday, October 23, 2021 
“Colonel Ledyard Cemetery:  A Walk Through Groton His-

tory” presented by the Friends of Fort Giswold 
 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
 

Newsletter/Print Patrons 
 
 

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN  
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN 

 DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN  
ANN & RUSS BURGESS 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS  
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN  

KATE DIMANCESCU  
HERMINE DUDDA  

DAVID EVANS  
MR. CRAIG HAINES  
MR. DOUG HANNA  

MURIEL HINKLE 
JUDY HICKS   
ELAINE LEE 

BRIAN LOMBARD 
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN  

MRS. ROGER PANCIERA  
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY  

JULIANA RATLIFF 

Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome new members Elizabeth  Boucher, Marguerite McGugan, Jay Weitlauf, Cheryl Fee,   

Gregory Pettys, John and Pat Eginton, Ted and Susan Kietzman, and John Ring and Randy Berner.  
 

-John Parry, Membership 
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