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Happy New Year!
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Mystic in winter (1904-1940), photograph identifications on page 2...

Catching Up with the History

Mystic in Winter: Photo Identifications

Book Club

1. Winter view of St. Patrick’s Church on East Main Street, taken by Josephine Dickinson. The trolley tracks and overhead wires indicate that the
picture was taken between 1905— 1927 when the Groton & Stonington
trolley was in operation. Gift of H. Weslow Maxwell, 1983.001.0005
2. Winter scene on East Main Street. Gift of the Estate of Jesse Stinson,
1990.001.1389
3. Children sledding in Mystic, perhaps on Reynolds Hill, 1904. Gift of
Robert Bankel, 1973.006.0001
4. Winter view of the Stephen Palmer House on Broadway and the corner
of East Main St., ca. 1925. The house was later torn down to make way
for a bank building. Gift of H. Weslow Maxwell, 1983.001.0375
5. Winter scene on East Main Street, photographed by George Tingley, ca.
1908. Gift of the Estate of Jesse Stinson, 1990.001.0866
6. Snow automobile at the corner of East Main Street and Denison Avenue.
Gift of the Estate of Jesse Stinson, 1990.001.0348
7. Winter view of the intersection of Holmes and East Main Street, Mystic,
CT, under light snow, ca. 1940. The sign in the left foreground reads
'MYSTIC PHARMACY' and the Esso station on the northeast corner of
the intersection is visible in the background. Gift of H. Weslow Maxwell, 1983.001.0685

The Mystic-Noank Library will continue hosting meetings of the History
Book Club by Zoom on the second
Wednesday of each month at 7pm.
January 13, 2021:
Empire: The Rise and Demise of the
British World Order and the Lessons
for Global Power, by Niall Ferguson,
2002
February 10, 2021:
The Name of War: King Philip's War
and the Origins of American Identity,
by Jill Lepore, 1998
March 10, 2021:
The Lodger Shakespeare: His Life on
Silver Street, by Charles Nicholl, 2008

Reader Tips:
“Where Connecticut has a Glimpse of the Sea,” by Odell D. Tompkins and illustrated from
photographs by George. E. Tingley
By Lou Allyn
A few weeks ago I was browsing through a pile of miscellany on a table at the Downes Building and came upon an old
magazine without a cover. Inside on page 34 was a splendid article about Mystic with illustrations by George E. Tingley. Today the place to go for more information is the internet. After a search I found out that the magazine was The
New England Magazine. Then a search on Wikipedia search found more information at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
The_New_England_Magazine - “The New England Magazine was a monthly literary magazine published in Boston
Massachusetts from 1884 to 1917. It was known as The Bay State Monthly from 1884 to 1886. The magazine was published by J. N. McClinctock and Company. The magazine has no connection to the 1830s publication The NewEngland Magazine.”
Rather than scanning the pages I had I looked for the article itself in hopes of downloading it for distribution to our
membership. Libraries in several universities have numerous issues of The New England Magazine but you have to be
a member to access them. Then I came across the Hathi Trust Digital Library, “a large-scale collaborative repository of
digital content from research libraries including content digitized via Google Books and the Internet Archive digitization initiatives, as well as content digitized locally by libraries”. They have many issues of the magazine;
the article I was looking for is in Vol.24 March 1901 – August 1901 starting on page 152.
For your reading pleasure, this is the link to the magazine and the article which is in the Public Domain https://
babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015023262887&view=1up&seq=168. It is also available at our website
www.mystichistory.org in the Digital Publications section.

Then and Now: The Haley Mansion, 1930-2020

THEN: A winter view of the Haley Mansion and Reyn- NOW: Today the Haley Mansion still sits atop Reynolds
old's Hill in the snow, taken ca. 1930 by Josephine
Hill, but it is part of the Inn at Mystic, whose restaurant
Dickinson, with Williams Cove (Pequotsepos Cove) in and hotel can be seen in the foreground.
the foreground.

Program Survey Update
Last month MRHS members were sent a survey to explore interest in various options for conducting programs during the first half of 2021. As of December 20, fifty-two persons have responded. (Thank you to those who have
responded. The survey is still open.) The results are as follows:

Would you participate in an online Zoom MRHS lecture during the first six months of 2021?
Yes 86.5%

No 13.5%

Would you participate in an outdoor MRHS lecture during the spring of 2021? (Protocols on group size, mask
wearing, and social distancing would apply.)
Yes 55.8%

No 44.2%

Would you attend an Open house at Portersville Academy in the spring of 2021? (Protocols on group size, mask
wearing, and social distancing would apply.)
Yes 28.8%

No 71.2%

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement
The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in
1654 to the present.
~~~
Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Margaret Austin • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary Nancy Potter • Recording Secretary - Cara Lopilato
~~~
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, NovemberDecember, January-February, March-April and May-June
~~~
Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org
~~~
P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355

A Picture of Mystic
By James H. Allyn (1975), with an introduction by Lou Allyn
I was taking advantage of a lot of free time last month to
sort out some of my Dad’s collection of Masons Island
history and came across this draft he wrote in 1975. I wish
that I had it in hand when I was preparing my talk last
year about the Central Hall Block and other Fires in Mystic and the geography and bridges of the Mystic River but
I am glad of this opportunity to share some new information with you.
The original draft includes a paragraph about John Mason
and the attack on the Pequot fort that he did not intend to
publish, but I decided to include that excerpt from this 45
year old historical document here:
“Narragansett allies, marched back to the Mystic River. Crossing under cover of darkness the ford at Portage Rocks (or Porters Rocks) they attacked at dawn
the Pequot palisaded fort north of the present Mason
monument. The occupants, including women and
children, were put to fire and sword, even as in this
day American troops in Vietnam mowed down defenseless women and children. Mason later settled
Norwich, where he is buried. In compensation for his
services, the General Court granted him Mason's Island, called Chippechaug, and 300 acres on the mainland.”
Please note that this paragraph also includes a discussion
of Portage or Porter’s Rocks. One of the long ongoing
questions in Mystic history has been “Who were the Porters of Porter’s Rocks and Portersville (the early name for

the Groton side of Mystic)?” The description of the need
to portage around a shallow ford across the Mystic river
using porters to do the heavy work is an intriguing explanation of the term “porter’s rocks”.
A Picture of Mystic
Aside from possible landings in Rhode Island by Norsemen six hundred years before, the first known explorer
along this coast was Capt. Adrian Block. In a 44-foot
boat built on the Hudson, he sailed down the sound and on
to Cape Cod in the summer of 1614, carefully mapping
the coast. Swinging in to the Mystic River, he saw the
bare rolling hills around Noank on his left, and partly
wooded Mason's Island on his right. The Pequot Indians,
living in their summer huts on the shores, were engaged in
their usual clamming and fishing. Sounding the lead and
following the winding channel, Block sighted to the north
the high ledges on the west shore, called Gibralter by later
seafarers. Past the high hill on the northwest of Mason's
Island, since cut down, were two small islands, now
washed away, the larger shoal later called the Tickler.
Dead ahead lay extensive salt marshes running back to the
high hill on the mainland. A long sand bar ran down
through the marshes, later the location of Willow Street.
Northwesterly, on the west bank of the narrowing river,
lay another massive granite ledge, later called St. Jago's
after a landfall in the Azores. North of that, a small creek
made up where Pearl Street now runs. Between the creek
and the channel, a gravel spit came down from the north,
ending near the west end of the present highway bridge.
Block, finding the tidal waters of the channel still carrying
a good depth, continued farther up-river. Even 250 years
later, there was good water to Old Mystic, where the
steamer "Summer Girl" made its runs.
Illustration (left): Artist’s rendering of Porter’s Rocks from a
Beers Atlas map of Mystic Bridge and Mystic River, gift of
Ness Browning, 1988.022.0002. The exact location of these
rocks is unknown, but they were located on the Groton side of
Mystic, approximately half a mile from the head of the river
or two miles north of the center of Mystic on River Road.
These granite ledges were quarried in the late 1800s for paving stones. A number of businesses, including the Markham
Rock Quarry, E.S. Belden & Son, and the Russell Welles
Company were active in the Mystic area at that time.

Dropping anchor for the night, Block and some of his men
went ashore and made the acquaintance of Siccanemous,
the Pequot Sachem. Later, drawing up a map of the river,
Block named the river after him. By 1637, Roger Williams in a letter called it Mistick River, yet as late as the
middle 1850's, according to Grace Denison Wheeler, the
old-timers still used the old name, at least for the brook
above Old Mystic.
From early white settlers accounts, the hills around the
river and parts of Mason's Island were burned over each
year to grow huckleberry and blueberry bushes. Dried
berries were a staple of the Indian's diet.
The old Pequot Trail, running east from Groton, crossed
the river at the head of tidewater at Old Mystic. Settlers
from Groton Bank moved in. As coastal shipping in small
boats increased, people started moving down to Mystic
where lots were laid out in about 1654 under New London
grants. The Indians had kept the hills burned off to give
full sunlight for the blueberry crops which, when dried,
were part of their winter diet. This southerly way went
down over the open hills through the present Oral School
grounds, Pequot Avenue, and angled down to the river
along the north-south part of Edgecomb Street, to Latham
Street, and so down to Burrows Place on the river south of
the still existing Packer Homestead. Burrows put a ferry
into operation. From the east shore landing, a road was
laid out up Willow St., over Slaughterhouse Hill on
Mistuxet Avenue, across the head of Quiambaug Cove to
the Road Church, and thence to Stanton's trading post at
the head of Wequetequock Cove, and on to Stonington
Point. It wasn't until 200 years later that a road and bridge
were built across Pequotsepos Creek, cutting through the
Denison Burying Ground. Still later, a bridge was built
across Quiambaug Cove for a road to Pine Point Bridge.
Travel and transport for all this time was mostly by boat.
Even in summer, roads were little better than horse trails.
When Burrows Ferry began in operation, a highway was
built to Groton Bank, called New London Road. The
Packer Family built a gambrel roofed house at the top of
the hill which they ran as a tavern. The community became known as Portersville, after Porter's Rocks. There is
no record of a Porter family.
In the meantime, the Denison family and others laid out
farms on the east side of the river on high ground. The
present homestead built in 1717, replaced an older house.

In 1658, the then Capt. Denison claimed office under the
jurisdiction of Massachusetts, the Town of Stonington
then being a sort of no-mans-land between Connecticut
and Rhode Island. Sheep, horse and cattle raising became
the principal industry. The wooded areas of the town,
threaded with old stone walls, were then mostly open grazing land. The Pequot Trail was laid out several rods wide
to provide forage for cattle drives, but afterward narrowed
down. Trade was started with the West Indies with their
large and prosperous sugar plantations, since the climate
was too hot there for livestock to breed. The Mason family, from their farm on Quoketaug Hill, moved down to
their island in 1703, and soon were shipping out horses
and cattle. It is also believed that they shipped oak for
rum barrel staves, but only from their wood lot on Cow
Hill, since there is a family tradition that no generation
ever cut timber on the island.
There is no record of when ship building actually started
in Mystic, but it must have been in the early 1700s, probably for small coasting vessels. Later, the Greenmans from
Westerly started a small yard in Old Mystic to be nearer
sources of timber. Soon they moved down the river to
Greenmanville to be nearer deep water, as the river was
silting up and the demand was for larger ships. Other
shipyards sprang up on either side of the river, so that by
the early 1800s, the village began to grow. The marsh
land on the east side began to be filled in and streets laid
out. On the west side, streets and houses spread up the hill
from the ferry landing. Finally, in 1819, a toll bridge of
wood was built across the river to replace the ferry. It was
slow and inadequate from the start. A few one-story shops
were put up on the west approach built across Mr. Wolf's
garden.
By 1850, Mystic was hitting its peak of expansion and
shipbuilding. The Greenman Yard, and Maxson & Fish in
West Mystic were building world famous clipper ships.
To take care of the growing demand for building lots within walking distance of the center, even a bridge to Mason's
Island south from Bliven's point was projected. From one
hill to the other across the river, Mystic looked like a raw
mining town. Sea Captains put up their stately homes on
West Mystic Avenue. Elms were planted all over town, to
grace the streets for the next three generations, only to be
toppled in the hurricane of 1938, except for a few scraggly
survivors.

The old Revolutionary War period houses largely disappeared, to be replaced by new modern Greek Revival, and
still later the new modern Victorian. The railroad came.
The Civil War brought an even greater demand for ships
and gunboats. It wasn't until 1866, after years of complaints and debate, that the two adjoining towns put up a
new steel swing bridge. A street was cut down Baptist
Hill, much steeper than now. It crossed a small bridge
over the cove up Pearl Street location, and on to the river.
A new business district was already under construction,
with some building three stories high.

manufactories such as Rossie, Standard Machinery, Lathrop Engine and Packer's Tar Soap developed, but the old
excitement was gone. Gilbert Transportation Company
built their impressive brick building at the bridge, but they
had missed the boat. Through the early 1900's, houses became shabby. New building, except for a few tenements,
almost stopped.

The depression of the 30's did not make much difference in
the appearance of Mystic. It could not go down much further. Then came World War II in Europe. Electric Boat
was soon flooded with contracts. Houses were brought up,
repaired and painted. Dr. Stillman conceived the Mystic
But then the bubble burst. The war ended. Steam replaced
Seaport and put everything he had into getting it started. It
sail and steel hulls replaced wood. Shipyards folded one
set the tone of the "new" Mystic - the preservation of the
by one. The Greenmans turned to a woolen mill. Other
old.

What’s “New” in our Collections?
Over the summer we were lucky to receive a journal recording the meeting minutes of the Williams Women's
Relief Corp No. 42, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the
Republic, Mystic, Connecticut, 1924-1928, donated by
Alan Patten. The W.R.C. was a nationwide organization
formed in the aftermath of the American Civil War with
the purpose of supporting veterans of the Union Army and
promoting the celebration of Memorial Day, as well as
petitioning the U.S. government for nurses pensions. The
Mystic chapter was formed in 1890 and was active
through the 1960s.
Records like this are valuable for the insights they provide
into local views on patriotism and veteran’s affairs, as
well as the details they provide about daily life and the
social scene in Mystic in the mid 1920s. They are particularly valuable as a record of women’s lives during this
time period. It can be notoriously difficult for people in-

terested in genealogical research to track down female ancestors in the historical record, and archival records from
women’s political and social groups such as the W.R.C.
can be a godsend in those instances.
Local names in the journal include: Katherine Allyn, Lillian Barden, Elizabeth Baker, Lola Bjurstrom, Evelyn and
Lucy Burdick, Carrie Chapman, Horace Clift, Grace
Cook, Margaret Decker, Margaret Eldredge, Ella Getchell, Jessie Goodwin, Mary Grembly, Hattie Grimes, Alberta Hammond, Mary J. Holliday, Bertha Kallinburg, Mary
Keeler, Ruth King, Alice Lamb, Lucy Lewis, Eleanor R.
Lucy, Grace Murphy, Mary Packer, Bertha Pollard, Linda
Ralph, Arthur Rathbun, Pauline Reiners, Jean Sallis, Pauline Schmidt, Clara Stoddard, Susie Syben, Laura Tift, Susan Tillinghast, Louise.
Tufts, and Leota K.
Wilcox.

Editor’s Note:
The editor apologizes for a misspelling in the membership list printed in the Nov/
Dec. issue, and offers the following correction:

Guided Tours:
History – Food – Walking
www.mysticrevealed.com
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Barnes (spelled Barres) are Family Members.
Hear the stories, see the views,
learn the history, feel the sea, taste
Additionally, starting in 2021, all memberships paid for the year will be listed in the the food! Experience the magic of
following year's January/February newsletter. For 2020 additional Individual mem- Mystic in a small group with a local
guide that brings it to life.
berships are Ann Connolly, Hermine Dudda and Juliana Ratliff.

October 2020 Meeting Minutes - - The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society continue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. The
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Marilyn Comrie, Lois
Glazier, Cara Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter,
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, and Stephanie Thorp.
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President Menno.
President (S. Menno): A motion was made, seconded, and passed
to accept the minutes of the 21 September 2020 meeting. • A few
small updates were made to the website allowing those interested in
a membership to print and fill out the membership form at home to
mail in their membership payments. • First draft for the Curatorial Assistant job description was written up by Betsy and sent to the
curatorial committee. Few changes were made and will be ready to
post soon so we can start receiving applications for new candidates.
Already received a few recommendations and will follow up with
them once the job is posted. Job will be posted on a few different
platforms with an application deadline. May also contact other local historical societies with the job posting to see if they know of
any experienced candidates.
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn): Cash in the Bank is $2,514.21.
Expecting $350 of storage payment from Akeley Trust soon. There
were a total of 16 contributions made in memory of Dorrie Hanna
for a total of $905. Dues paid of $10,775 which is $275 better than
the budget. • It was suggested by John that we make a donation to
Mystic Congregational Church where we would usually have our
membership meetings. It was decided that half of what we would
usually pay to rent out the space would be an appropriate donation
amount. A motion was made, seconded, and passed to move forward with this donation. It was unanimously agreed that this is a
time we should all be helping each other. • A proposed budget for
next year will be made available by the next meeting and to be voted on in December.
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter): Two letters were sent out.
One to Thomas and Linda Watkins whose membership dues have
brought them to the benefactor level. One to Sharon Barrett who
recently sent in a donation.
Curatorial (L. Allyn for E. Boucher): Elizabeth and Lou met on
Monday to get things ready for the data transfer to PastPerfect Web
Edition. Elizabeth has already gone though some data changes that
were noted as a priority before transferring and the rest will be
changes to work on after transfer. A system is being worked on to
improve data quality through authority files. Will hear from our
PastPerfect contact by the end of the month. Should have everything ready by the end of December.
Information Technology (S. Thorp): The system administrator
performed the monthly data backups on October 4 on all three computers in the Downes Building. The data files from PastPerfect,
virtual exhibit, newsletter files, desktop files, working folders, and
images were backed up for offsite safe keeping. The computers
were each checked for updates to the operating system and the security systems for applications and machine settings. Updates were
installed on all of the computers. The computers were checked for
proper networking and connections to the printer. All equipment
appeared to be in good working condition and functioning properly.
The laptop computer used mainly for support of presentations at the
monthly meetings was not backed up or updated to save time. • A
question was directed to Lou asking if some of the current back up
procedures will be necessary after switching to PastPerfect Web
Edition. Desktop and other files would still need to be backed up,
but all files related to PastPerfect would not. This switch could

potentially save time and ensure the safety of our archive files.
What is absolutely necessary will be discussed again after the transfer to prevent misuse of time. • A motion was made, seconded,
and passed to accept the information technology report.

Membership (C. Allyn): Two new members: Lynn Schroder and
Sarah Willey. • One of our members, Mary Anderson, passed
away a few weeks ago. She was the curator of the Noank Historical
Society.
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno): History
Book Club continues to hold meetings via Zoom. Next meeting
will be held November 11 at 7:00pm and will discuss the first half
of the book ‘Empire: How Spain Became a World Power 14921763’ by Henry Kamen. If interested in attending, you must email
Dana Semeraro to receive the Zoom link.
Newsletter (S. Menno): All entries for the upcoming newsletter are
to be sent to Elizabeth and due October 30.
Programs (S. Menno for M. Austin): The program committee had
a meeting on October 1 via Zoom to discuss putting a survey out to
members. The survey will be focused on the interest of in-person
meetings versus those via Zoom. A draft of these questions was
sent to the board and a suggestion was made to simplify the questions. With news about when a vaccine will be available constantly
changes, it may be difficult to receive definitive answers. • Marilyn is in contact with Steven Slosberg who was supposed to give a
talk this past May on the subject “Stonington Cemetery’s Poet’s
Corner: A Stroll Along the Storied Lane.” Looking to reschedule
for next year. • Gail MacDonald, who was supposed to give a
lecture this past April in relation to her book, is willing to schedule
a Zoom lecture. She has experience with Zoom lectures through
Stonington Library. Those who have attended this lecture said it
worked out great. • Steve is willing to do another video walk
through this time of the Downes Building. This would give our
members an inside look of what we have to offer. • Everything
related to the Mystic River Park anniversary has been delayed until
next year because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Marilyn is in contact with The Westerly Sun and The New London Day where there
were plans to do an article on the event. Emails were sent out to
both contacts in hopes that there may still be an article in honor of
the anniversary.
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): Shared a picture of the Daniel
Packer Inn from the Dickinson Collection which was reposted by
the Daniel Packer Inn Restaurant. Lindsey is looking to post more
pictures related to restaurants to show support in a difficult time. •
When job posting for the Curatorial Assistant is finalized, she will
post it to our facebook page.
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn): The fallen tree in the northwest corner has been removed.

Next Meeting—16 November 2020 at 7:00pm via Zoom.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Cara Lopilato, Recording Secretary

Thank You to the Lord Foundation
The Mystic River Historical Society has been awarded
with a grant from the Edward and Mary Lord Foundation to assist us in providing free online access to our
collections starting in 2021. We are grateful for their
generous support!

Events Calendar

Newsletter/Print Patrons

7pm Wednesday, January 13, 2021
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
Empire: The Rise and Demise of the British World Order and
the Lessons for Global Power
By Niall Ferguson
7pm Wednesday, February 10, 2021
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
The Name of War: King Philip's War and the Origins of
American Identity
By Jill Lepore
Bring a friend! All meetings are free and open to the public!
Donations are always welcome. Renew or become a Member of MRHS
for updates about our events. Contact us at info@mystichistory.org

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN
DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN
ANN & RUSS BURGESS
MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN
KATE DIMANCESCU
HERMINE DUDDA
KATE DIMANESCU
DAVID EVANS
MR. CRAIG HAINES
MR. DOUG HANNA
JUDY HICKS
ELAINE LEE
BRIAN LOMBARD
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN
MRS. ROGER PANCIERA
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY
JULIANA RATLIFF

Membership Updates
We regret the passing of Mary Catherine Porter and welcome new member Wayne Cooke at the Individual level.

-Cindy Allyn, Membership
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