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The Great War Through the Periscope: American Submarines in WWI ~Eury Cantillo

T

“Submarines G-4, G2 and L-8 in the ice at New London, Conn. 1918” is the additional caption for photo #NH 80743 Right: Actual view through a periscope.

he culmination of the industrial age and of all the technological
wonders that had been invented in the years leading up to and
during the turn of the twentieth century were fully unleashed on
the battlefield during the First World War. This program will
present the contribution of one of these, the submarine, to the
Great War. Focusing primarily on the activities of United States
submarines, while referencing some of the more significant feats
performed by the German U-boats in order to create a larger context. Because of the lateness of America’s involvement in the war
the program will focus more on the types of submarines in use,
the technical advancements that can be demonstrated by these
types, their operational uses during the war, as well as what life
aboard submarines was like at that time.

Eury Cantillo was born & raised in Connecticut and earned a
Bachelor’s degree in history and a Master's in education from the
University of Connecticut. He served as an officer in the US Army
where he took part in Operation Iraqi Freedom during a 15 month
deployment to Ramadi, Iraq. He has worked in various museums
including Plimoth Plantation, the former Higgins Armory Museum
and a replica of one of Columbus' ships, the Niña, which he helped to
sail through the Panama Canal and up the Pacific coast of Mexico.
Most recently he was a Park Ranger for the National Park Service
where he worked at the Lexington and Concord Battlefield, the cliff
Dwellings at Mesa Verde, and the memorials in Washington, DC.
Mr. Cantillo is now the Director of Education at the Navy's
Submarine Force Museum in Groton, CT.
pm
Please join us at the Mystic Congregational Church Hall, 7 on May 24th for Eury Cantillo’s WWI submarine presentation.
The original Electric
Boat schematics from
1917 for an L-Class
submarine.
The L boats were the
principal and most
modern type that participated in the war.
The L-2, for example,
was mostly stationed
in Ireland, conducting
anti-submarine
patrols.
By the time newer
submarines were built
and shipped out, the
war was over.

The Unofficial Summer Reading Issue ~ See inside pages 3-5 for historic reading tips & suggestions!

450

350

300

250

200

150

100

50

422

230

114

EX: 38 HURRICANE,
PEACE CONVENTION,
CIVIL WAR, FIRES

400

MRHS WEB QUERIES

FOR EXAMPLE: 1 BANK
STREET, E MAIN, NOANK
RD, DENISON AV....

- the website for the Mystic River
Historical Society (MRHS) - is fairly extensive, with many areas to
explore. Currently, there are twenty broad categories of information from which to choose.
There are two ways to browse the website. The first is to select
from those twenty categories noted above. They appear on the
left side of the screen. The second is to use the search button
which is on the right side of the home page. Using the search feature will result in a listing of any MRHS website pages related to a
particular search, which you can then click on to view. You may
not find exactly what you were looking for, but odds are that your
search will take you to related areas that you’ll find informative
and fascinating. For example, when I searched my address, while
nothing specific was found, I was treated to a page of numerous old
photographs of nearby homes.
Every month MRHS president Lou Allyn receives data on the
website from Google Analytics. The information includes the
day, date, time, and specific query made by users of the search feature of the website. We’ve analyzed the information from
January 1, 2014 through March 31, 2017 and thought we’d share
some of the results.
During that time period, there were almost a thousand queries
(980, to be exact). The number of queries per year have been about
the same over the years, around 300. While too soon to tell, the
number of queries so far in 2017 indicate potentially 400 queries
for this year.
Based on the queries seen, four groups were created: people,
places, addresses, and events. (There was, of course, a fifth group
of miscellaneous items that challenged categorization.) Most of the
queries fell into the people category, being 422 of the 980, or 43%.
Queries included the names of specific individuals or family
names. It would be a stretch to say who the most popular names
were, since most inquiries of a particular name appear to be from
the same user (based on many of the same inquiries being on the
same day and within minutes of each other).
The second most popular category was places, with 230 of the
980 total queries, or 23%. There were queries for both specific
places (such as Elm Grove Cemetery, Mystic Academy, Rossie
Velvet Mill, and the Emporium) and more general places (such as
Greenmanville, Mason’s Island, the Mystic River & West Mystic).
Coming in third was addresses. This category included both
specific street addresses or simply street names. Of the 114 queries
(12% of the total queries), there were 44 searches for a particular
address and 70 for street names.
The final category was that of events, and those queries included
such items as the 1894 peace convention, the 1938 hurricane, 1960
mystic fires, and the Pequot War. There were 28 event queries,
about 3% of the total.
Those four categories still leave almost 20% of the remaining
queries as a variety of miscellaneous items. Clearly, though, most
users who search the MRHS website seem to be looking primarily
for people, whether historical figures or relatives.
Take a look - - We’d be curious to know your interests and where
we should perhaps try to provide more information.

FOR EXAMPLE: BRIDGE, BLUE MOON BAR,
GREENMANVILLE, GAS STATION, JOHN MASON’S
GREAT ISLAND, KEY WEST, MASON’S ISLAND,
MYSTIC RIVER AND MORE....

mystichistory.org

FOR EXAMPLE: ABEL HINCKLEY, ACKLEY, ALBERTUS BROWN, AMOS AND THANKFUL CLIFT, BABCOCK, BEEBE, BUCKLYN, BURROWS, CAMILLA HILL, CAPTAIN DANIEL PACKER, CAPTAIN ELIHU SPICER,
CHESEBRO, CLARA COOGAN, COTTRELL, AND MORE....

Exploring the MRHS Website
~ Steve Menmo
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Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement
The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival materials that document
the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 to the present.
•
Officers: President - Lou Allyn • Vice President - Margaret Austin
Treasurer - Barry Thorp • Corresponding & Recording Secretary - Elizabeth Holland
•
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published six times annually: September, October, November-December, January-February,
March-April and May-June • Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355
Issues of the newsletter are available for online viewing at www.mystichistory.org

Ambulance 255

Board members Lou Allyn and Margaret Austin with April’s MRHS presenter,
George King III and Ambulance 255 in the lot of the Mystic Congregational
Church Hall. Mr. King spoke about Ambulance 255 and the American Volunteer
-- how private Americans found a way to help the French before America decided to
enter World War I.

From the Downes Building ~ Dorrie Hanna
2

016 was another busy year at the Downes Building. I’m still gathering information for a more complete Annual Report, but the most
impressive number so far is -- Number of Queries Received? Over
120! They came via on-site visit, phone, snail mail, email, the Mystic
& Noank Library, and even Facebook. I’d say the word is out that
MRHS is a great source of information about our local history.
Sadly we could not find answers to every one of those questions, but
we did pretty well. Our webpage states, “call and ask for Dorrie”,
but I wouldn’t be able to help people if Betsy and Louisa weren’t on
the job working to make our information increasingly accessible.
Thanks to them! We’re a great team!

Time Travel through Historical Books
~ Judy Hicks

Transportation is a lively topic nowadays with much talk
about the traffic on I-95 and the time & patience needed to
travel it. Recently, I was reminded of Madame Sarah Knight
who wanted to go from Boston to New York by land, not
water. And she did: she rode a horse! Not alone, but with a
gentleman traveling companion and guide -- back in October
1704! She wrote notes on her journey and they were published in 1825 as “The Journals of Madame Knight and the
Rev. Mr. Buckingham from the Original Manuscripts written
in the year 1704 and 1710: Wilder and Campbell, 1825.”
My reference is a book, held by the Mystic & Noank
Library in the Historical Collection, “The Private Journal of
Sarah Kemble Knight: Being the Record of a Journey from
Boston to New York in the year 1704” published in Norwich
Connecticut by The Academy Press MCMI (1901). It is a thin
book of 78 pages in good condition except for some foxing on
the pages. And inside the front cover is a presentation plaque
that says: “Presented by Frederic Holdredge Cranston to the
Mystic and Noank Library in memory of Christopher Helme
Cranston, in whose tailor shop at the foot of meetinghouse
hill the first library of free circulation in Mystic was started.”
What a double treat I got! I have been told and have read
that the Journal was never published and when I found a copy
that was great, but then to have the Mystic and Library history
thrown in, I was well rewarded for my search. Our own
Stephanie Thorp wrote a long article about Sarah’s Journey
on a horse for this Newsletter back in March 2004 so I am not
going to repeat her history. But to discover another tidbit is
quite a thrill. And if you are looking for a less congested ride
north or south, maybe you should get a horse….

Sarah Kemble Knight’s approximate journey in 1704-1705 through the Connecticut
Colonie to New York on John Senex’ 1719 “New Map of the English Empire in
America.” From New England Historical Society and Wikipedia.

Local History Books Available at MNL
~ Judy Hicks

The

local history books are now more available for you to
browse and take out. A major move has been made with the
local history CIRCULATING and the local history REFERENCE books. Now all the CIRCULATING collection is
shelved in the first wood and glass cabinets, (those facing the
Fireplace) and the doors are open for your perusal. The REFERENCE books are in the rear area and those cabinets will still be
locked and you will need to ask a staff member to help you.
Take a “browse”…there are many interesting titles related to
The Downes Building this spring from an MRHS Facebook post on April 23rd, 2017. local and Connecticut history.

MRHS-MNLHistoryBook
Club in Action ~ Richard Semararo
A

t April’s meeting, we had a good & lively discussion on "The Guns of August."
(General agreement: why do we keep
repeating history and making these horrendous wars?!!) We’re also pleased to
announce two new members: David
Francis and Bill Metzger. Welcome aboard!
We will be doing the first half of "The
Great Bridge," by David McCullough,
Chapters 1 - 12, for the May 9th meeting,
and will finish the book at the June 13
meeting. ou, and we hope you can come to
the May 9th meeting. "The Great Bridge" is
a fascinating read on the building of the
Brooklyn Bridge, an amazing achievement
and a look at the colorful slice of history at
that time in NYC. There are several copies
available right now at the Reception Desk;
please pick up your copy soon.
We’ll be completing the voting for the
summer & fall reading selections by the end
of April, so Marilyn can make sure the
books can be available at the library. We
hope everyone makes their interests count
by voting! Also, we welcome suggestions of
other books to put on the list when we start
another vote in the fall.

Book
Descriptions & Ratings

History Book Club:

The MRHS-MNL History Book Club is voting by
the end of April for four selections to read and
continue discussions over the summer and fall.
We thought readers might be inspired to participate in the Club, which is open to all and/or independently interested in the curated selections
which follow. Summer reading ideas - - enjoy!
The Path Between the Seas: The Creation of the
Panama Canal, 1870-1914 - David McCullough (1977)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 1,725 reviews
The Path Between the Seas tells the story of the men
and women who fought against all odds to fulfill the
400-year-old dream of constructing an aquatic passageway between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. It is a
story of astonishing engineering feats, tremendous
medical accomplishments, political power plays, heroic successes, and tragic failures. Applying his remarkable gift for writing lucid, lively exposition,
McCullough weaves the many strands of the momentous event into a comprehensive and captivating tale.

The Great Bridge: The Epic
Story of the Building of the
Brooklyn Bridge - David
McCullough (1972)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 746
reviews
The dramatic & enthralling
story of the building of the
Brooklyn Bridge, the world’s
longest suspension bridge at the
time - a tale of greed, corruption &
obstruction but also of optimism,
heroism & determination, told by
master historian David McCullough.
In the years around 1870, when the project was first
undertaken, the concept of building an unprecedented
bridge to span the East River between the great cities of
Manhattan and Brooklyn required a vision & determination comparable to that which went into building

great cathedrals. Throughout the 14 years of its construction, the odds against the successful completion of
the bridge seemed staggering. Bodies were crushed and
broken, lives lost, political empires fell, and surges of
public emotion constantly threatened the project. But
this is not merely the saga of an engineering miracle; it
is a sweeping narrative of the social climate of the time
and of the heroes & rascals who had a hand in either
constructing or exploiting the surpassing enterprise.

No Ordinary Time: Franklin
and Eleanor Roosevelt: The
Home Front in World War II Doris Kearns Goodwin (1994)
Amazon 4.7 out of 5 stars, 973
reviews
A compelling chronicle of a
nation & its leaders during the
period when modern America
was created. At the center of the
country’s transformation was
the complex partnership of
Franklin & Eleanor Roosevelt.
Using diaries, interviews, and White House records
of the president’s and first lady’s comings and goings,
Goodwin paints a detailed, intimate portrait not only
of the daily conduct of the presidency during wartime
but of the Roosevelts themselves and their extraordinary constellation of friends, advisers, and family,
many of whom lived with them in the White House.
Bringing to bear the tools of history and biography
as well as her great talent for capturing larger-than-life
characters, Goodwin relates the unique story of how
Franklin Roosevelt, surrounded by his small circle of
intimates, led the nation to military victory abroad
against seemingly insurmountable odds and, with
Eleanor’s essential help, forever changes the fabric of
American society.

Catherine the Great by Robert K. Massie (2011)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 1,237 reviews
Once upon a time, there was a minor German
princess named Sophia. In 1744, at the age of 14, she
was taken by her ambitious mother--removed from
her family, her religion, and her country--to a foreign
land with a single goal: marry a prince and bear him an
heir. Once in Russia, she changed her name, learned
the language, and went on to become the world's richest and most powerful woman, ruler of its then-largest
empire. She is remembered as Catherine the Great.
In his page-turning chronicle, Massie compiles the
most complete and compelling narrative to date of this
singular woman. Married to an incompetent man-child
who was unwilling or unable to help her fulfill her primary role--giving birth to a son--she ultimately grew to
become a trailblazer among monarchs: friend of philosophical giants, incomparable patron of the arts, prosecutor of multiple wars, pioneer of public health,
maker of kings, and prodigious serial lover.

Blood at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in America
by Patrick Phillips (2016)
Amazon 4.7 out of 5 stars, 75 customer reviews
A gripping tale of racial cleansing in Forsyth County,
Georgia and harrowing testament to the deep roots of
racial violence in America. Forsyth County at the turn
of the twentieth century was home to a large African
American community that included ministers, teachers,
farmers,field hands, tradesmen, servants, and children.
Many black residents were poor sharecroppers, but others owned their own farms and the land on which
they’d founded the county’s thriving black churches.
But in September of 1912, three young black laborers
were accused of raping and murdering a white girl. One
man was dragged from a jail cell & lynched on the town
square, two teenagers were hung after a one-day trial,
and soon bands of white “night riders” launched a coordinated campaign of arson & terror, driving all 1,098
black citizens out of the county. In the wake of the
expulsions, whites harvested the crops and took over
the livestock of their former neighbors, and quietly laid
claim to “abandoned” land. The charred ruins of homes
& churches disappeared into the weeds, until the people
& places of black Forsyth were forgotten.
Rogue Heroes: The History of the
SAS, Britain's Secret Special
Forces Unit by Ben Macintyre
(2016)
Amazon 4.6 out of 5 stars, 192
reviews
Britain’s Special Air Service—or
SAS—was the brainchild of David
Stirling, a young, gadabout aristocrat whose aimlessness in early life
belied a remarkable strategic mind.

Where most of his colleagues looked at a battlefield
map of World War II’s African theater and saw a protracted struggle with Rommel’s desert forces, Stirling
saw an opportunity: given a small number of elite,
well-trained men, he could parachute behind enemy
lines and sabotage their airplanes and war material.
Paired with his constitutional opposite, the disciplined
martinet Jock Lewes, Stirling assembled a revolutionary fighting force that would upend not just the balance of the war, but the nature of combat itself.

The Last Stand: Custer, Sitting Bull, and the Battle
of the Little Bighorn by Nathaniel Philbrick (2011)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 430 reviews
Philbrick here takes on an oft-told tale, replete with
its dashing, flawed main character, its historically
doomed, noble Native chief, and a battlefield strewn
with American corpses. While off his usual stride with
a surfeit of unnecessary detail, bestselling author and
National Book Award–winner Philbrick (In the Heart
of the Sea; The Mayflower) writes a lively narrative
that brushes away the cobwebs of mythology to reveal
the context and realities of Custer's unexpected 1876
defeat at the hands of his Indian enemies under Sitting
Bull, and the character of each leader.

Alexander Hamilton by Ron
Chernow (2004)
Amazon 4.7 out of 5 stars, 3,112
reviews
Provides what may be the most
comprehensive modern examination of the often overlooked
Founding Father. From the start,
Chernow argues that Hamilton’s
premature death at age 49 left his
record to be reinterpreted and
even re-written by his more longlived enemies, among them: Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams, and James Monroe.
Hamilton’s achievements as first Secretary of the
Treasury, co-author of The Federalist Papers, and
member of the Constitutional Convention were
clouded after his death by strident claims that he was
an arrogant, self-serving monarchist.
A defender of the union against New England secession and an opponent of slavery, Hamilton has a special appeal to modern sensibilities. Chernow argues
that in contrast to Jefferson and Washington’s now
outmoded agrarian idealism, Hamilton was "the
prophet of the capitalist revolution" and the true forebear of modern America. In his Prologue, he writes:
"In all probability, Alexander Hamilton is the foremost figure in American history who never attained
the presidency, yet he probably had a much deeper and
more lasting impact than many who did."

And Then All Hell Broke Loose: Two Decades in
the Middle East by Richard Engel (2016)
Amazon 4.6 out of 5 stars, 717 reviews
Engel’s harrowing adventures make for gripping
reading -- he deftly uses them as a portal to look at how
the Middle East has changed since he arrived in the
region as a young reporter back in 1996. The result is a
book that gives readers a brisk but wide-angled understanding of the calamities that have unfurled there over
the last two decades. For readers looking for an astute,
fast-paced overview, this book is a great explainer.
Mr. Engel, 42, gives us sharp, unnerving snapshots of
events he witnessed and a visceral sense of the daily
rhythms of life in Baghdad as the war turned increasingly chaotic. What makes Mr. Engel’s tactile eyewitness
accounts particularly valuable is that they are fuelinjected with his knowledge of the history and politics
of the region. Mr. Engel writes with great concision —
honed, no doubt, by years of having to compress
momentous stories into a few minutes on the evening
news. (Michiko Kakutani The New York Times)

The Imperial Cruise: A Secret History of Empire
and War by James Bradley (2009)
Amazon 3.5 out of 5 stars, 483 reviews
In 1905 President Teddy Roosevelt dispatched
Secretary of War William Taft, his daughter Alice, and
a gaggle of congressmen on a mission to Japan, the
Philippines, China, and Korea with the intent of forging an agreement to divide up Asia. This clandestine
pact lit the fuse that would-decades later-result in a
number of devastating wars: WWII, the Korean War,
and the communist revolution in China.

The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic Story of
the Eccentric Scientist Who Unlocked the Mysteries
of the Middle Kingdom by Simon Winchester (2008)
Amazon 4.3 out of 5 stars, 201 reviews
In sumptuous and illuminating detail, Simon
Winchester, bestselling author of The Professor and

the Madman, brings to life the extraordinary story of
Joseph Needham—the brilliant Cambridge scientist,
freethinking intellectual, and practicing nudist who
unlocked the most closely held secrets of China, once
the world's most technologically advanced country.

Custer's Trials: A Life on the Frontier of a New
America by T.J. Stiles (2015)
Amazon 4.4 out of 5 stars, 201 reviews
Paints a portrait of Custer both deeply personal and
sweeping in scope, proving how much of Custer’s legacy has been ignored. He demolishes Custer’s historical
caricature, revealing a capable yet insecure man, intelligent yet bigoted, passionate yet self-destructive, a
romantic individualist at odds with the institution of
the military (court-martialed twice in six years) and the
new corporate economy, a wartime emancipator who
rejected racial equality. Stiles argues that, although
Custer was justly noted for his exploits on the western
frontier, he also played a central role as both a wideranging participant and polarizing public figure in his
extraordinary, transformational time—a time of civil
war, emancipation, brutality toward Native
Americans, and, finally, the Industrial Revolution—
even as he became one of its casualties.

The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and
Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik
Larson (2003)
Amazon 4.3 out of 5 stars, 5,126 reviews
Intertwines the true tale of the 1893 World's Fair
and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to lure
his victims to their death. Combining meticulous
research with nail-biting storytelling, Erik Larson has
crafted a narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history and the thrills of the best fiction.

The Year of Lear: Shakespeare in 1606 by James
Shapiro (2015)
Amazon 4.2 out of 5 stars, 94 customer reviews
It was a memorable year in England as well—a terrorist plot conceived by a small group of Catholic gentry
had been uncovered at the last hour. The foiled
Gunpowder Plot would have blown up the king and
royal family along with the nation’s political & religious
leadership. The aborted plot renewed anti-Catholic sentiment and laid bare divisions in the kingdom.
It was against this background that Shakespeare finished Lear, a play about a divided kingdom, then wrote
a tragedy that turned on the murder of a Scottish king,
Macbeth. He ended this astonishing year with a third
masterpiece no less steeped in current events and concerns: Antony and Cleopatra.

Before the Deluge: A Portrait of Berlin in the
1920’s by Otto Friedrich (1972)
Amazon 4.4 out of 5 stars, 34 customer reviews
The time from Germany’s defeat in World War I to
just before Hitler’s accession is recaptured in an eerie
but only too authentic manner the tawdry, dangerous,
and undeniably exciting story of the sickness which
overcame Germany in the '20s. No place in the world
was so creative & decadent, so despairing & exhilarating - What "Cabaret" did in musical form Friedrich has
captured here."--Harrison Salisbury "A fascinating
portrait of a city where art and riot flourished side by
side and incredibility was the normal state of things."-"Atlantic Monthly"

The Peasant Prince: Thaddeus
Kosciuszko and the Age of
Revolution by Alex Storozynksi
(2009)
Amazon 4.7 out of 5 stars, 97 customer reviews
Fleeing his homeland after a
death sentence was placed on his
head (when he dared court a
woman above his station), he
came to America one month
after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence, literally
showing up on Benjamin Franklin's doorstep in
Philadelphia with little more than a revolutionary spirit and a genius for engineering. Entering the fray as a
volunteer in the war effort, he quickly proved his capabilities and became the most talented engineer of the
Continental Army. Kosciuszko went on to construct
the fortifications for Philadelphia, devise battle plans
that were integral to the American victory at the pivotal Battle of Saratoga, and designed the plans for
Fortress West Point―the same plans that were stolen
by Benedict Arnold. Then, seeking new challenges,
Kosciuszko asked for a transfer to the Southern Army,
where he oversaw a ring of African-American spies.
A lifelong champion of the common man and
woman, he was ahead of his time in advocating toler-

ance & standing up for the rights of slaves, Native
Americans, women, serfs, and Jews.

Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution by
Nathaniel Philbrick (2014)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 512 reviews
Chronicles the cradle of the American Revolution,
Boston’s action-packed years of 1773–76. Opening
with the consequences of the Boston Tea Party,
Philbrick depicts the arrival of British army & naval
forces, the manifestation of the royal government’s
intention to quash the burgeoning rebellion in
Massachusetts. Its leaders, patriots like John Hancock,
Samuel Adams & Joseph Warren, provide the drama’s
counterpoise to British officials. Having deployed his
characters, Philbrick launches each side’s resort to military preparations and operations, a narrative that benefits from one of the author’s several imaginative services to readers, detailing in word & map the geography
of Boston and environs at that time. Another audience
benefit is Philbrick’s evocation of the look of patriot
militias and British regiments, which enliven his crackling accounts of military movements that produced the
Battles of Lexington, Concord & Bunker Hill.

The Worst Hard Time: The
Untold Story of Those Who
Survived the Great American
Dust Bowl by Tim Egan (2006)
Amazon 4.5 out of 5 stars, 1,565
reviews
An epic story of blind hope &
endurance almost beyond belief;
it is also a riveting tale of bumptious charlatans, conmen, tricksters, environmental arrogance
& hubris, political chicanery,
and a ruinous ignorance of nature's
ways. Egan has reached across the generations and
brought us the stories of the people who played out the
drama in this devastated land.
The dust storms that terrorized America's High
Plains in the darkest years of the Depression were like
nothing ever seen before or since, and the stories of the
people that held on have never been fully told. Pulitzer
Prize–winning New York Times journalist and author
Timothy Egan follows a half-dozen families and their
communities through the rise and fall of the region,
going from sod homes to new framed houses to huddling in basements with the windows sealed by damp
sheets in a futile effort to keep the dust out. He follows
their desperate attempts to carry on through blinding
black blizzards, crop failure, and the deaths of loved
ones. Drawing on the voices of those who stayed and
survived—those who, now in their eighties and
nineties, will soon carry their memories to the grave—
Egan tells a story of endurance and heroism against the
backdrop of the Great Depression.

Nothing Ever Dies: Vietnam and the Memory of
War by Viet Thanh Nguyan.
Amazon 3.7 out of 5 stars, 30 customer reviews
All wars are fought twice, the first time on the battlefield, the second time in memory. From the author
of the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel The Sympathizer
comes a searching exploration of the conflict
Americans call the Vietnam War and Vietnamese call
the American War―a conflict that lives on in the collective memory of both nations.
From a kaleidoscope of cultural forms―novels, memoirs, cemeteries, monuments, films, photography,
museum exhibits, video games, souvenirs, and more―
Nothing Ever Dies brings a comprehensive vision of
the war into sharp focus. At stake are ethical questions
about how the war should be remembered by participants that include not only Americans and Vietnamese
but also Laotians, Cambodians, South Koreans, and
Southeast Asian Americans.

King Leopold's Ghost: a Story of Greed, Terror and
Heroism in Colonial Africa - Adam Hochschild (1999)
Amazon 4.6 out of 5 stars, 617 customer reviews
In the 1880s, as the European powers were carving
up Africa, King Leopold II of Belgium seized the vast &
mostly unexplored territory surrounding the Congo
River. Carrying out a genocidal plundering of the
Congo, he looted its rubber, brutalized its people, and
ultimately slashed its population by ten million -- all the
while shrewdly cultivating his reputation as a great
humanitarian. Heroic efforts to expose these crimes
eventually led to the first great human rights movement of the twentieth century, in which everyone from
Mark Twain to the Archbishop of Canterbury participated. King Leopold's Ghost is the haunting account of
a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions, a man as
cunning, charming, and cruel as any of the great
Shakespearean villains. It is also the deeply moving por-

trait of those who fought Leopold: a brave handful of
missionaries, travelers & young idealists who went to
Africa for work or adventure and unexpectedly found
themselves witnesses to a holocaust.

Bury the Chains: Prophets and Rebels in the Fight
to Free an Empire's Slaves by Adam Hochschild
(2006)
Amazon 4.4 out of 5 stars, 71 customer reviews
The taut, gripping account of one of the most brilliantly organized social justice campaigns in history -the fight to free the slaves of the British Empire. In
early 1787, twelve men -- a printer, a lawyer, a clergyman, and others united by their hatred of slavery -came together in a London printing shop and began
the world's first grass-roots movement, battling for the
rights of people on another continent.

Thunderstruck by Eric Larson (2006)
Amazon 4.1 out of 5 stars, 1,025 customer reviews
The interwoven stories of two men—Hawley
Crippen, a very unlikely murderer, and Guglielmo
Marconi, the obsessive creator of a seemingly supernatural means of communication—whose lives intersect
during one of the greatest criminal chases of all time.
Set in Edwardian London and on the stormy coasts
of Cornwall, Cape Cod, and Nova Scotia,
Thunderstruck evokes the dynamism of those years
when great shipping companies competed to build the
biggest, fastest ocean liners; scientific advances dazzled
the public with visions of a world transformed; and the
rich outdid one another with ostentatious displays of
wealth. Against this background, Marconi races
against incredible odds and relentless skepticism to perfect his invention: the wireless, a prime catalyst for the
emergence of the world we know today. Meanwhile,
Crippen, “the kindest of men,” nearly commits the
perfect murder.

1776 by David McCullough (2006)
Amazon 4.6 out of 5 stars, 1,707 customer reviews
The stirring story of the year of our nation’s birth,
1776, interweaving, on both sides of the Atlantic, the
actions & decisions that led Great Britain to undertake
a war against her rebellious colonial subjects, placing
America’s survival in the hands of George Washington.

Union 1812: The Americans Who Fought the
Second War of Independence by A.J. Langguth (2006)
Amazon 3.9 out of 5 stars, 41 customer reviews
A fast-paced account of the War of 1812. Ostensibly
a fight over the impressment of American sailors by
the British, this little-understood three-year conflict
was really about who controlled the middle of North
America. As the subtitle suggests, Langguth argues that
only with America's second victory over England did
the new nation fully confirm its sovereignty over the
vast western territories.

Defenders of the Faith: Christianity and Islam
Battle for the Soul of Europe, 1520-1536 by James
Reston, Jr. (2010)
Amazon 4.4 out of 5 stars, 40 customer reviews
Examines a pivotal period in that centuries-long
war, which found Europe at its most vulnerable and
Islam on the attack. This saga of colliding worlds is
propelled by two astonishing young sovereigns - the
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V and the Turkish sultan Suleyman the Magnificent - and is supported by a
wide range of larger-than-life characters, who lend this
meticulously researched history a novel's worth of suspense and brio.

City of Dreams: The 400-Year Epic History of
Immigrant New York by Tyler Anbinder (2016)
Amazon 4.6 out of 5 stars, 51 customer reviews
Inspiring and defining account of New York's both
famous and forgotten immigrants: the young man
from the Caribbean who relocated to New York and
became a Founding Father; an Italian immigrant who
toiled for years at railroad track maintenance before
achieving his dream of becoming a nationally
renowned poet; Russian-born Emma Goldman, who
condoned the murder of American industrialists as a
means of aiding downtrodden
workers; Dominican immigrant
Oscar de la Renta, who dressed first
ladies from Jackie Kennedy to
Michelle Obama. Over ten years in
the making, Tyler Anbinder's
story is one of innovators and
artists, revolutionaries and rioters,
staggering deprivation and soaring
triumphs.
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March 2017 Meeting Minutes ---- ---- -

he Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society met on
Monday, March 20, 2017. Attendees included: Cindy Allyn, Lou
Allyn, Margaret Austin, John Parry, Liz Holland, Richard
Semeraro, Lois Glazier, Stephanie Thorp, Barry Thorp, Lyndsey
Pyrke-Fairchild, and Steve Menno. The meeting was called to order
at 7:00 pm by President L. Allyn. A motion was made, seconded
and approved to accept the minutes of the February meeting.

President (L. Allyn): The Day is to publish an article on March 21
about the special activities MRHS is featuring this year to commemorate the 100th anniversary of WWI.

Corresponding Secretary (E. Holland): Two thank you letters
were sent since the last meeting.

Treasurer (B. Thorp): For 26 February through 20 March 2017,
all deposits have been made in the bank and all bills paid current. The Treasurer’s account books are reconciled with the
Chelsea Groton Bank statements. Expenses for this period are
mostly non-discretionary commitments that include payments
for utilities, bulk mail account deposit, building security contractor and to our curatorial staff. No unusual expenses for the
period. Deposits for this period exceeded expenses. Deposits
included payments of member 2016 dues, unrestricted donations and Patron donations resulting from the January mailing.
A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the
Treasurer’s Report
Curatorial (D. Hanna): The committee will meet on March 27.
The Downes Building was closed on March 14 due to weather.

History Book Club (R. Semeraro): There were no participants in
the book club’s last meeting because the club was snowed out.
Guns of August will be reviewed in its entirety in April. The
Great Bridge by David McCullough will be discussed in May
and June. Richard is exploring the possibility of having a shelf
at MNL that is dedicated solely to local CT history and he will
speak to the library about that.

Information Technology (S. Thorp): On Friday 3 March 2017, computer updates and backups were performed. All equipment appears
to be in good condition and functioning as designed. Past Perfect
application was updated to version 5.0 E4 on all computers and the
data files updated to operate with the updated version.
Newsletter: (L. Allyn for J. Pryor) May-June copy is due April 21.

Program & Membership (M. Austin): George King’s ambulance
will be displayed at one of Rob Valenti’s car dealerships.
The WWI theme will run from February-May, including:
March 22: Catherine Deichmann – Over Here: Mystic in the
Great War
April 26: George King – WWI Ambulance 225: The Spirit of the
American Volunteer
May 24: Eury Cantillo – US Submarines in WWI

Hospitality & Membership, P&M Subcommittee (C. Allyn):
No new members joined since the last meeting.

Publicity/PR (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): The MRHS Facebook page
continues to gain followers. We will pay to promote Catherine
Deichmann’s talk on Facebook and see if that results in a bump
in attendance on March 22.
Finance No report. New Business: None.

Next meetings April 17, 2017 7:00 pm Mystic Noank Library
Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth Holland, Recording Secretary
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February 2017 Meeting Minutes ---- ---- -

T

he Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society met
on Monday, February 27, 2017. Attendees included: Cindy Allyn,
Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin, John Parry, Liz Holland, Richard
Semeraro, Lois Glazier, Stephanie Thorp, Barry Thorp, Lyndsey
Pyrke-Fairchild, and Steve Menno. The meeting was called to
order at 7pm by President L. Allyn. A motion was made, seconded
and approved to accept January meeting minutes.
President (L. Allyn): MRHS welcomes new Board member
Steve Menno. The WWI edition of the MRHS newsletter will
be entered into the 2018 New England Museum Association
(NEMA) competition. The newspaper was very well received
and MRHS received several rave emails.

Corresponding Secretary (E. Holland): Forty-one thank you
letters were sent since the last meeting.

Treasurer (B. Thorp): For the period 22 January through 26
February 2017, all deposits have been made in the bank and all
bills are paid current. The Treasurer’s account books are reconciled with the Chelsea Groton Bank statements. Expenses
for this period are mostly non-discretionary commitments
that include payments for utilities, snow plowing and to our
curatorial staff. No unusual expenses for the period. Deposits
included payments of member 2016 dues, unrestricted donations and Patron donations resulting from the January mailing. • Barry also completed the taxes for 2016. A motion was
made, seconded and passed to accept the Treasurer’s Report.

Curatorial (D. Hanna): The committee met on February 27.
Various on-going topics were discussed including the six
enlarged photo prints that have been ordered for the WWI
exhibit. In addition to the display in the Ames Room at the
Mystic & Noank Library, this exhibit will include smaller
items in the Library's display case. The Groton Public Library
has issued an invitation to MRHS members to attend the ribbon cutting of their new history room on March 22 at 5 pm.
History Book Club (R. Semeraro): There were 7 participants in
the book club’s last meeting, where the second half of
Undaunted Courage was discussed. Guns of August will be
reviewed in March and April. Richard is exploring the possibility of having a shelf at MNL that is dedicated solely to CT
history and he will speak to the library about that.

Information Technology (S. Thorp): The System Administrator
performed computer updates and backups on Friday, February 3,
2017. All equipment appears to be in good condition and functioning as designed. The backups for the Past Perfect database files and
working files were done and removed offsite for security.

Newsletter: (L. Allyn for J. Pryor) The Newsletter will return to
standard size & content this month as the last was a special edition.

Program & Membership (M. Austin): Rick Spencer was very
well received – about 40 were in attendance, including many first
time attendees. The WWI theme will run from February-May:
March 22: Catherine Deichmann – Over Here: Mystic in WWI
April 26: George King – WWI Ambulance 225: The Spirit of the
American Volunteer
May 24: Eury Cantillo – US Submarines in WWI

P&M Subcommittee of Hospitality & Membership (C.
Allyn): Three new members joined since the last meeting.
Renewals are coming in quickly for 2017 and we have collected $1600 in donations from Newsletter Patrons.

Publicity/PR (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): The Newsletter was posted on Facebook and was well received. Lyndsey is going to begin
analyzing Facebook data with the goal of maximizing the reach of MRHS posts to current and potential members..
Finance (TBD) No report this month. • New Business: No new business.

Next meeting March 20, 2017 at 7:00 pm Mystic Noank Library • Respectfully submitted, Elizabeth Holland, Recording Secretary

The Social Pages

Join in and stop by our social feeds for great imagery and commentary! Visit MRHS at facebook.com/mystichistory or
instagram.com/mystic_history/ ...or, if reading online click any blue link or hover your cursor and click on any image
that shows a pointing hand!

An assortment of recent Instagram highlights with captions &
comments -- follow us to see more!

Below and right are photos and an album on the MRHS
facebook feed.

Calendar of Events Calendar

7pm Wednesday, May 24, 2017
Mystic in WWI Commemoration Series
US Submarines in WWI - Eury Cantillo
Industrial age technology unleashed underwater in WWI.
7pm refreshments & socializing, 7:30p program
Mystic Congregational Church Hall, Broadway & E. Main, Mystic
7pm Tuesday, March 9th, 2017
History Book Club - MRHS & MNL Partnership
The Activities Room, Mystic-Noank Library
“The Great Bridge” by David McCullough (Chapters 1-12)

7pm Tuesday, June 13th, 2017
History Book Club - MRHS & MNL Partnership
The Activities Room, Mystic-Noank Library
“The Great Bridge” by David McCullough (Final chapters)

Renew or become a Member of MRHS for updates about our events.
Contact us at: info@mystichistory.org or 860-536-4779.

W

Newsletter/Print Patrons

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN
MR. & MRS. JOHN ASPINWALL
LAURA BEACH AND JOSHUA KALKSTEIN
DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN
MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS
DENSMORE OIL
KATE DIMANCESCU
DAVID EVANS
WILLIAM EVERETT
MR. & MRS. CRAIG HAINES
SALLY HALSEY
MR. & MRS. DOUG HANNA
JUDY HICKS
MURIEL HINKLE
LYNN AND LIZ HOLLAND
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN
MARJORIE MOORE
MR. & MRS. ROGER PANCIERA
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY
THE REAL McCOY® RUM
JACK & PEGGY SINKS

Membership Updates

e had three new memberships during the past month. They are Bill Martley at the Individual level and Ann
& Russ Burgess and Louise & Clark Phippen at the Family level.
~ Cindy Allyn Membership

Tuesdays 9 A.M. - 12 NOON
Wednesdays 1 P.M. - 4 P.M.
Thursdays 1 P.M. - 4 P.M.
(860) 536 - 4779
74 HIGH STREET
P. O. BOX 245
MYSTIC, CT 06355
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